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This book outlines a system of phonological features that is minimally sufficient to distinguish all consonants
and vowels in the languages of the world. The extensive evidence is drawn from datasets with a combined
total of about 1000 sound inventories.

The interpretation of phonetic transcriptions from different languages is a long-standing problem. In this
book, San Duanmu proposes a solution that relies on the notion of contrast: X and Y are different sounds if
and only if they contrast in some language. He focuses on a simple procedure to interpret empirical data: for
each phonetic dimension, all inventories are searched in order to determine the maximal number of contrasts
required. In addition, every unusual feature or extra degree of contrast is re-examined to confirm its validity.
The resulting feature system is surprisingly simple: fewer features are needed than previously proposed, and
for each feature, a two-way contrast is sufficient. Nevertheless, the proposal is reliable in that the notion of
contrast is uncontroversial, the procedure is explicit, and the result is repeatable. The book also offers
discussion of non-contrastive differences between languages, sound classes, and complex sounds such as
affricates, consonant-glide units, consonant-liquid units, contour tones, pre-nasalized stops, clicks, ejectives,
and implosives.
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From reader reviews:

William Grimm:

The book A Theory of Phonological Features can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book A Theory of
Phonological Features? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A
Theory of Phonological Features has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Sarah Tomczak:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book A Theory of Phonological Features it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Gary Johnson:

A Theory of Phonological Features can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing A Theory of Phonological Features however doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
pondering.

Martin Kelley:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This A Theory of Phonological Features
is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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