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Most histories of Australia’s Great War rush their readers into the trenches, but this history is very different.
For the first time, it examines events closely, even hour-by-hour, in both Britain and Australia during the last
days of peace in July and August 1914. London’s choice for war was a very close-run thing. At the height of
the diplomatic crisis leading to war, it looked very much like Britain would choose neutrality. Only very late
in the evening of Tuesday 4 August did a small clique in the British cabinet finally engineer a declaration of
war against Germany. Meanwhile, Australia’s political leaders, deep in the throes of a federal election
campaign, competed with each other in a love-of-empire auction. They leapt ahead of events in London. At
the height of the diplomatic crisis, they offered to transfer the brand-new Royal Australian Navy to the
British Admiralty. Most importantly, on Monday 3 August, an inner group of the Australian cabinet, egged
on by the governor-general, offered an expeditionary force of 20,000 men, to serve anywhere, for any
objective, under British command, and with the whole cost to be borne by Australia—some 40 hours before
the British cabinet made up its mind. Australia’s leaders thereby lost the chance to set limits, to weigh
objectives, or to insist upon consultation. They needlessly exposed Australian soldiers and their families to
the full horror of the mechanized slaughter that was to come. They were hell-bent—and they got there.
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From reader reviews:

Andrea Toliver:

This Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the Great War book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the Great War without we understand teach the one who
reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the
Great War can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the Great War
having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Nicole Reagan:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap
into the Great War is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Richard Graham:

The reserve untitled Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the Great War is the e-book that recommended to you
to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when
write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the Great War from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Roberta Anglin:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the Great War to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and
looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the
guide Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the Great War can to be your brand new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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