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In this first volume of his magisterial study of the foundations of Mormon thought and practice, Terryl L.
Givens offers a sweeping account of Mormon belief from its founding to the present day. Situating the
relatively new movement in the context of the Christian tradition, he reveals that Mormonism continues to
change and grow. Givens shows that despite Mormonism's origins in a biblical culture strongly influenced by
19th-century Restorationist thought, which advocated a return to the Christianity of the early Church, the
new movement diverges radically from the Christianity of the creeds.

Mormonism proposes its own cosmology and metaphysics, in which human identity is rooted in a premortal
world as eternal as God. Mormons view mortal life as an enlightening ascent rather than a catastrophic fall,
and reject traditional Christian concepts of human depravity and destiny. Popular fascination with
Mormonism's social innovations, such as polygamy and communalism, and its supernatural and esoteric
elements?angels, gold plates, seer stones, a New World Garden of Eden, and sacred undergarments?have
long overshadowed the fact that it is the most enduring and even thriving product of the 19th century's
religious upheavals and innovations.

Wrestling the Angel traces the essential contours of Mormon thought from the time of Joseph Smith and
Brigham Young to the contemporary LDS church, illuminating both the seminal influence of the founding
generation of Mormon thinkers and the significant developments in the church over almost 200 years. The
most comprehensive account of the development of Mormon thought ever written, Wrestling the Angel will
be essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the Mormon faith.
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From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

The event that you get from Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God,
Humanity may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Wrestling the Angel: The
Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having that Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought:
Cosmos, God, Humanity instantly.

Eric Totten:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity, you are able to
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a guide.

Lauren Veach:

Precisely why? Because this Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God,
Humanity is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had
been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Charles Frye:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and



soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos,
God, Humanity this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this
book acceptable all of you.
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