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Britain’s hottest young comedian presents a seriously funny, up-close look at joking matters—from
the social origins of laughter, to the art and craft of humor, to why we can never remember the punch
line—featuring over 300 jokes.

As the host of the hit game show Distraction (now in its third season on Comedy Central) and one of the
premier stand-up acts working today, award-winning comedian Jimmy Carr has won over millions of fans
around the world with his trademark rapier wit, laced with "exquisitely economical and perfectly timed one-
liners" (The Guardian). For this book he teams up with friend and fellow comedy writer Lucy Greeves to
take an in-depth look at where humor comes from and how it works, through exploring its purest form: the
joke.

Only Joking begins with the mechanism of laughter—how it happens and why even infants do it—then
delves into the power of the punch line, exploring the basics of all jokes, from the use of shock and surprise
to advanced stand-up techniques such as the "pull-back/reveal." Carr and Greeves go on to explore taboo
humor, jokes that bomb, and the psychology of finding something funny. They look into the long-standing
connection between politics and humor, and discuss the survival prospects for contentious jokes in the
current political climate. Throughout the book they conjure up a supporting cast of colorful joke enthusiasts,
from Sigmund Freud to Lenny Bruce, and discuss their influence on the jokes we tell today. Surveying
across national, ethnic, and gender divides, this rollicking analysis of why joking will always be close to the
human heart is an irresistible exploration of humor that makes clear why we need a good laugh now more
than ever.
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From reader reviews:

James Anderson:

The e-book with title Only Joking: What's So Funny About Making People Laugh? has lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Christine Hook:

Typically the book Only Joking: What's So Funny About Making People Laugh? has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after reading this book.

Virginia Berry:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is definitely Only Joking: What's So Funny About Making People Laugh?.

William Kavanaugh:

Beside that Only Joking: What's So Funny About Making People Laugh? in your phone, it might give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Only Joking: What's So Funny About Making People Laugh? because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it?
Find this book and read it from today!
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