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This title tells a story of drugs, distrust, greed and rebellion. 'On the outside, [the foreigners] seem
intractable, but inside they are cowardly...Although there have been a few ups-and-downs, the situation as a
whole is under control.' In October 1839, a few months after the Chinese Imperial Commissioner, Lin Zexu,
dispatched these confident words to his emperor, a Cabinet meeting in Windsor voted to fight Britain's first
Opium War (1839-42) with China. The conflict turned out to be rich in tragicomedy: in bureaucratic
fumblings, military missteps, political opportunism and collaboration. Yet over the past hundred and seventy
years, this strange tale of misunderstanding, incompetence and compromise has become the founding myth
of modern Chinese nationalism: the start of China's heroic struggle against a Western conspiracy to destroy
the country with opium and gunboat diplomacy. "The Opium War" is both the story of modern China -
starting from this first conflict with the West - and an analysis of the country's contemporary self-image. It
explores how China's national myths mould its interactions with the outside world, how public memory is
spun to serve the present; and how delusion and prejudice have bedevilled its relationship with the modern
West.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Opium War as your daily resource information.

Leroy Torres:

The reason? Because this Opium War is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Terry Burrows:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Opium War your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not
known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then
become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Opium War giving
you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your
better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Karen Lambert:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Opium War
will give you new experience in reading a book.
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