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Last spring, 1846, was a busy season in the City of St. Louis. Not only were emigrants from every part of the
country preparing for the journey to Oregon and California, but an unusual number of traders were making
ready their wagons and outfits for Santa Fé. Many of the emigrants, especially of those bound for California,
were persons of wealth and standing. The hotels were crowded, and the gunsmiths and saddlers were kept
constantly at work in providing arms and equipments for the different parties of travelers. Almost every day
steamboats were leaving the levee and passing up the Missouri, crowded with passengers on their way to the
frontier.
In one of these, the Radnor, since snagged and lost, my friend and relative, Quincy Adams Shaw, and
myself, left St. Louis on the 28th of April, on a tour of curiosity and amusement to the Rocky Mountains.
The boat was loaded until the water broke alternately over her guards. Her upper deck was covered with
large weapons of a peculiar form, for the Santa Fé trade, and her hold was crammed with goods for the same
destination. There were also the equipments and provisions of a party of Oregon emigrants, a band of mules
and horses, piles of saddles and harness, and a multitude of nondescript articles, indispensable on the
prairies. Almost hidden in this medley one might have seen a small French cart, of the sort very
appropriately called a “mule-killer” beyond the frontiers, and not far distant a tent, together with a
miscellaneous assortment of boxes and barrels. The whole equipage was far from prepossessing in its
appearance; yet, such as it was, it was destined to a long and arduous journey, on which the persevering
reader will accompany it.
The passengers on board the “Radnor” corresponded with her freight. In her cabin were Santa Fé traders,
gamblers, speculators, and adventurers of various descriptions, and her steerage was crowded with Oregon
emigrants, “mountain men,” negroes, and a party of Kansas Indians, who had been on a visit to St. Louis.
Thus laden, the boat struggled upward for seven or eight days against the rapid current of the Missouri,
grating upon snags, and hanging for two or three hours at a time upon sand-bars. We entered the mouth of
the Missouri in a drizzling rain, but the weather soon became clear, and showed distinctly the broad and
turbid river, with its eddies, its sand-bars, its ragged islands, and forest-covered shores. The Missouri is
constantly changing its course; wearing away its banks on one side, while it forms new ones on the other. Its
channel is shifting continually. Islands are formed, and then washed away; and while the old forests on one
side are undermined and swept off, a young growth springs up from the new soil upon the other. With all
these changes, the water is so charged with mud and sand that it is perfectly opaque, and in a few minutes
deposits a sediment an inch thick in the bottom of a tumbler. The river was now high; but when we
descended in the autumn it was fallen very low, and all the secrets of its treacherous shallows were exposed
to view. It was frightful to see the dead and broken trees, thick-set as a military abattis, firmly imbedded in
the sand, and all pointing down stream, ready to impale any unhappy steamboat that at high water should
pass over them...
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular The Oregon Trail book as
basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Martin Williams:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Oregon Trail.

Michelle Labat:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book. It
is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
publication. The book The Oregon Trail it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Anna Baron:

This The Oregon Trail is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal
it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Oregon Trail in
your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication
that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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