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How did the arguments developed in the debate to abolish the slave trade help to construct a British national
identity and character in the late eighteenth century? Srividhya Swaminathan examines books, pamphlets,
and literary works to trace the changes in rhetorical strategies utilized by both sides of the abolitionist debate.
Framing them as competing narratives engaged in defining the nature of the Briton, Swaminathan reads the
arguments of pro- and anti-abolitionists as a series of dialogues among diverse groups at the center and
peripheries of the empire. Arguing that neither side emerged triumphant, Swaminathan suggests that the
Briton who emerged from these debates represented a synthesis of arguments, and that the debates to abolish
the slave trade are marked by rhetorical transformations defining the image of the Briton as one that led
naturally to nineteenth-century imperialism and a sense of global superiority. Because the slave-trade debates
were waged openly in print rather than behind the closed doors of Parliament, they exerted a singular
influence on the British public. At their height, between 1788 and 1793, publications numbered in the
hundreds, spanned every genre, and circulated throughout the empire. Among the voices represented are
writers from both sides of the Atlantic in dialogue with one another, such as key African authors like Ignatius
Sancho, Phillis Wheatley, and Olaudah Equiano; West India planters and merchants; and Quaker activist
Anthony Benezet. Throughout, Swaminathan offers fresh and nuanced readings that eschew the view that the
abolition of the slave trade was inevitable or that the ultimate defeat of pro-slavery advocates was absolute.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Hill:

The book Debating the Slave Trade: Rhetoric of British National Identity, 1759-1815 (Ashgate Series in
Nineteenth-Century Transatlantic Studies) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Debating the Slave
Trade: Rhetoric of British National Identity, 1759-1815 (Ashgate Series in Nineteenth-Century Transatlantic
Studies) for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a
publication Debating the Slave Trade: Rhetoric of British National Identity, 1759-1815 (Ashgate Series in
Nineteenth-Century Transatlantic Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Lettie Perez:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that Debating the Slave Trade:
Rhetoric of British National Identity, 1759-1815 (Ashgate Series in Nineteenth-Century Transatlantic
Studies) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mary Kerr:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Debating the Slave Trade: Rhetoric of British National Identity,
1759-1815 (Ashgate Series in Nineteenth-Century Transatlantic Studies) why because the great cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Tara Payton:

This Debating the Slave Trade: Rhetoric of British National Identity, 1759-1815 (Ashgate Series in
Nineteenth-Century Transatlantic Studies) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it
data accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward



sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Debating the Slave Trade:
Rhetoric of British National Identity, 1759-1815 (Ashgate Series in Nineteenth-Century Transatlantic
Studies) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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