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The term "wailing culture" includes an array of women's behaviors and beliefs following the death of a
member of their ethnic group and is typical of Jewish life in Yemeni culture. Central to the practice is
wailing itself-a special artistic genre that combines speech with sobbing into moving lyrical poetry that
explores the meaning of death and loss. In Aesthetics of Sorrow: The Wailing Culture of Yemenite Jewish
Women, Tova Gamliel decodes the cultural and psychological meanings of this practice in an ethnography
based on her anthropological research among Yemenite Jewish communities in Israel in 2001-2003.

Based on participant-observervation in homes of the bereaved and on twenty-four in-depth interviews with
wailing women and men, Gamliel illuminates wailing culture level by level: by the circles in which the
activity takes place; the special areas of endeavor that belong to women; and the broad social, historical, and
religious context that surrounds these inner circles. She discusses the main themes that define the wailing
culture (including the historical origins of women's wailing generally and of Yemenite Jewish wailing in
particular), the traits of wailing as an artistic genre, and the wailer as a symbolic type. She also explores the
role of wailing in death rituals, as a therapeutic expertise endowed with unique affective mechanisms, as an
erotic performance, as a livelihood, and as an indicator of the Jewish exile. In the end, she considers wailing
at the intersection of tradition and modernity and examines the study of wailing as a genuine methodological
challenge.

Gamliel brings a sensitive eye to the vanishing practice of wailing, which has been largely unexamined by
scholars and may be unfamiliar to many outside of the Middle East. Her interdisciplinary perspective and her
focus on a uniquely female immigrant cultural practice will make this study fascinating reading for scholars
of anthropology, gender, folklore, psychology, performance, philosophy, and sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Redd:

Typically the book Aesthetics of Sorrow: The Wailing Culture of Yemenite Jewish Women (Raphael Patai
Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable
to you. The book Aesthetics of Sorrow: The Wailing Culture of Yemenite Jewish Women (Raphael Patai
Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ann Bland:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to be
read. Aesthetics of Sorrow: The Wailing Culture of Yemenite Jewish Women (Raphael Patai Series in
Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those
short time problems.

Barbara Gunter:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Aesthetics of Sorrow: The Wailing Culture of Yemenite Jewish Women (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish
Folklore and Anthropology) provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Angela Bauer:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Aesthetics of Sorrow: The Wailing Culture of Yemenite Jewish Women (Raphael Patai Series in
Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) when you needed it?
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