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Today we usually think of a book of poems as composed by a poet, rather than assembled or adapted by a
network of poets and readers. But the earliest European vernacular poetries challenge these assumptions.
Medieval songbooks remind us how lyric poetry was once communally produced and received—a
collaboration of artists, performers, live audiences, and readers stretching across languages and societies.

The only comparative study of its kind, Songbook treats what poetry was before the emergence of the
modern category “poetry”: that is, how vernacular songbooks of the thirteenth to fifteenth centuries shaped
our modern understanding of poetry by establishing expectations of what is a poem, what is a poet, and what
is lyric poetry itself. Marisa Galvez analyzes the seminal songbooks representing the vernacular traditions of
Occitan, Middle High German, and Castilian, and tracks the process by which the songbook emerged from
the original performance contexts of oral publication, into a medium for preservation, and, finally, into an
established literary object. Galvez reveals that songbooks—in ways that resonate with our modern practice of
curated archives and playlists—contain lyric, music, images, and other nonlyric texts selected and ordered to
reflect the local values and preferences of their readers. At a time when medievalists are reassessing the
historical foundations of their field and especially the national literary canons established in the nineteenth
century, a new examination of the songbook’s role in several vernacular traditions is more relevant than ever.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

The book Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Songbook:
How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like available and read a guide Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Armando Rodgers:

Beside this specific Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe in your phone, it might give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get
what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find
this book and also read it from at this point!

Waldo Gates:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in
Medieval Europe can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Tiffany Hernandez:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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