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At once a unique textbook for methods courses and a major contribution to sociological theory, this book
teaches students the principles of research and how to construct and test theories. It brings coherence to the
study of methods by presenting four major approaches to experimentation: survey research, participant
observation, life histories, and unobtrusive measures from a single theoretical point of view, symbolic
interaction. It demonstrates the need for a synthesis between theory and methods, and shows how different
methods limit and aff ect research results.

Denzin's argues that no single method, theory, or observer can capture all that is relevant or important in
reality. He argues for the use of triangulation and for a view of theory and methods as "concept sensitizers."
His approach enables sociologists to acquire specifi c facts about a particular situation while simultaneously
elevating these to the level of shared meaning.

The author shows students how to proceed with research, bringing sharply into focus the possibilities and
their limitations. Since his view is integrated rather than eclectic, this is much more than a "how to do it"
manual. Denzin points out aspects of research that fall outside the scope of a given method yet aff ect results,
and emphasizes the need to employ several methods to cross-check each other. The Research Act covers all
the content of conventional methods courses. The presentation is exciting and imaginative, and provides a
thorough review of major sociological methods, a cogent statement about approaches to sociological inquiry,
and a source from which a understanding of the problems of research can be derived.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Logan:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you
will need this The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological Methods.

Steven Zakrzewski:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological Methods, you can tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
reserve.

Jackie Sneller:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological Methods can be your
answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Cecil Atkins:

This The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological Methods is brand new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Research Act: A
Theoretical Introduction to Sociological Methods can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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