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While Russian Orthodox theologians celebrated saints as paragons of virtue and piety whose lives were to be
emulated in the search for salvation, ordinary believers routinely sought the assistance of the holy dead for
commonplace and earthly matters. The Orthodox faithful were more likely to pray to the saints for help in
the everyday concerns of health and home than for salvation. Evidence from miracle stories, devotional
literature, parish records, diocesan reports, religious newspapers and magazines, and archival documents
demonstrates how Orthodox men and women cultivated direct and literally hands-on relationships with their
heavenly intercessors by visiting saintly shrines, touching and kissing miracle-working relics, and making
pledges to repay the saints for miracles rendered.

Exploring patterns of popular devotion to the cult of the saints in both late imperial and early Soviet Russia,
Greene argues for an interpretation of Orthodoxy as a proactive faith grounded in the needs and realities of
everyday life. Bodies like Bright Stars makes two significant contributions to the fields of Russian history
and religious studies. First, it straddles the customary historiographical dividing line of 1917, illustrating how
the devotional practices associated with the cult of the saints evolved from the mid-19th century to the end of
the first decade of Soviet power. Greene shows that it was the adaptability of the cult of the saints that
allowed Orthodoxy to remain relevant amid great political, social, and economic change. Secondly, the book
underscores the role of materiality in Russian Orthodox religious practices and emphasizes what
anthropologists of religion have described as the sacrality of place.

Bodies like Bright Stars, the first book in NIU Press’s Orthodox Christian Studies Series, will be of interest
to Russian historians, anthropologists, and scholars of religion. Written in a clear and lively style, the book is
suitable for both survey courses and advanced courses in Russian history and will also appeal to general
readers of religious studies.

(2009) 292 pp., 18 illus.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

Here thing why that Bodies like Bright Stars: Saints and Relics in Orthodox Russia are different and reliable
to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Bodies like Bright Stars: Saints and Relics in Orthodox Russia
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide
that similar with Bodies like Bright Stars: Saints and Relics in Orthodox Russia. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Bodies like Bright Stars:
Saints and Relics in Orthodox Russia in e-book can be your substitute.

Tanisha Goss:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Bodies like
Bright Stars: Saints and Relics in Orthodox Russia suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Bodies like Bright Stars: Saints and Relics in Orthodox Russiais the one
of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this
book.

Armando Mosley:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Bodies like Bright Stars: Saints and Relics in Orthodox Russia, you could tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a publication.

Issac Molina:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to



fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Bodies like Bright Stars: Saints and Relics in Orthodox Russia can
be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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