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Winner of the 2007 Otto Kinkeldey Award from the American Musicological Society and the 2007 Deems
Taylor Award from the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers.

 

Divas and Scholars is a dazzling and beguiling account of how opera comes to the stage, filled with Philip
Gossett’s personal experiences of triumphant—and even failed—performances and suffused with his
towering and tonic passion for music. Writing as a fan, a musician, and a scholar, Gossett, the
world's leading authority on the performance of Italian opera, brings colorfully to life the problems, and
occasionally the scandals, that attend the production of some of our most favorite operas. 

Gossett begins by tracing the social history of nineteenth-century Italian theaters in order to explain the
nature of the musical scores from which performers have long worked. He then illuminates the often hidden
but crucial negotiations opera scholars and opera conductors and performers: What does it mean to talk about
performing from a critical edition? How does one determine what music to perform when multiple versions
of an opera exist? What are the implications of omitting passages from an opera in a performance? In
addition to vexing questions such as these, Gossett also tackles issues of ornamentation and transposition in
vocal style, the matters of translation and adaptation, and even aspects of stage direction and set design. 

Throughout this extensive and passionate work, Gossett enlivens his history with reports from his own
experiences with major opera companies at venues ranging from the Metropolitan and Santa Fe operas to the
Rossini Opera Festival at Pesaro. The result is a book that will enthrall both aficionados of Italian opera and
newcomers seeking a reliable introduction to it—in all its incomparable grandeur and timeless allure.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

This Divas and Scholars: Performing Italian Opera book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Divas and Scholars: Performing Italian Opera without we understand teach the one who examining it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Divas and Scholars: Performing Italian
Opera can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Divas and Scholars: Performing Italian Opera having fine
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

George Bolin:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Divas and Scholars: Performing
Italian Opera is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Rosa Crowe:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Divas and Scholars:
Performing Italian Opera is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Violet Shook:

The book untitled Divas and Scholars: Performing Italian Opera contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.
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