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The Old Testament story of the widow Judith - the siren who lured her people's deadly enemy, Holofernes, to
his death, beheading him in his own bed to save Jerusalem - is an enduring cultural myth in Western society.
In this book, Margarita Stocker explores the Western fascination with the image of Judith and the abundance
of interpretations that have surrounded her at different times between the early Middle Ages and the present
day. The myth of Judith provides a key to modern society's view of women and power, the book argues. In
dealing with the threatening image of a powerful "femme fatale" who is also a saint, the vested interests of
Western culture have deliberately, often deviously, subverted images of sex and death as a way of
marginalizing women and protecting traditional notions of masculinity. The book investigates the periodic
resurgence of the Judith legend and how the myth and history become confused. An ambiguous figure,
Judith has served symbolic purposes for such diverse groups as Protestant partisans during the Wars of
Religion and their Catholic counterparts, aristocratic women supporters of the Protestant Reformation,
opponents of the French Revolution, Nazi mythmakers, filmmakers obsessed with gun-toting girls, freedom
fighters and partisans in the former Yugoslavia, and many others. Judith's various guises illuminate central
issues of Western consciousness - sex, death, violence, politics, beliefs, identity, psychology and perversion.
In exploring the theme of Judith, an alternative history of Western attitudes emerges. This text asserts that
Judith is not so much a killer as a liberating figure challenging our thinking about women and power and
showing ways to break free from unconscious attitudes that imprison us.
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From reader reviews:

William Reynolds:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Judith: Sexual Warrior: Women and Power in Western
Culture.

Young Legg:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Judith: Sexual Warrior: Women and
Power in Western Culture book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Beverly Rosa:

This Judith: Sexual Warrior: Women and Power in Western Culture is great e-book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Judith:
Sexual Warrior: Women and Power in Western Culture in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small
right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt this?

Billie Gallagher:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Judith: Sexual Warrior: Women and Power in Western
Culture was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Judith: Sexual Warrior:
Women and Power in Western Culture has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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