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Les Edgerton’s buddy novel, JUST LIKE THAT, is based on an actual trip he took with an ex-prison
cellmate under similar circumstances as protagonist Jake Mayes does in this narrative. The scenes in
Pendleton are also based on true experiences he had while incarcerated. Approximately 85% of the novel is
taken from real life.

Jake and his pal Bud’s journey begins six months after he is released on parole and is occasioned when his
girlfriend Donna dumps him and aborts their child. After an aborted suicide attempt where the Norelco
shaver cord he used to hang himself broke, on an impulse—the source of the title; everything in Jake’s life
happens “just like that”—he calls up Bud, who lives by the same credo, and the two take off with no
particular destination in mind. They’re just going “south”--somewhere where it’s warm. An hour before they
leave, Jake on another impulse, holds up a convenience store to get some traveling money.

Ultimately, they end up in New Orleans and then Lake Charles, Louisiana and from there, back to Indiana.

Along the way are many “watercooler” moments, such as when an inmate sinks a meat cleaver into another
inmate’s blue-clad stomach, a physical encounter with two rednecks in Kentucky where Bud shoots one of
the men, the bullet bouncing harmlessly off the man’s thick skull, Jake’s ongoing romance with Donna, the
funeral of Jake’s father which he attends with a whore, multiple burglaries, armed robberies, a brief affair
with a black woman, and an adventure with a drunk Santa Claus. Near the end Jake takes another fall when
he is caught burglarizing a bar back in Ft. Wayne, Indiana and gets shot in the leg and is returned to
Pendleton where he kills the inmate he’d had a nasty encounter during his first stay in prison. In the process,
Jake’s philosophy of life undergoes a sea change and he comes up with this:

Portions of JUST LIKE THAT have previously appeared as short stories in the literary magazines High
Plains Literary Review, Murdaland, and Flatmancrooked. The story that appeared in High Plains was
nominated for a Pushcart Prize and was selected for inclusion in Houghton-Mifflin’s “Best American
Mystery Stories, 2001.”

As a note of possible interest, Cathy Johns, the P.R. Director and Assistant Warden of The Farm (the
infamous Louisiana state prison at Angola) read this novel and told Edgerton that he'd captured the true spirit
of the criminal mind better than anything she'd ever read.
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From reader reviews:

John McKenzie:

The book Just Like That make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Just Like That to become your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like available and read a guide Just Like That. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Lawrence Weatherby:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Just Like That. All type of book
are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Sharon Clayton:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
stand up than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Just
Like That book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

John Kirk:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Just Like
That.
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