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A masterful novel dedicated to the Russian composer Dmitri Shostakovich, from the bestselling, Booker
Prize-winning author of"The Sense of an Ending."

The book begins in 1936, with Dmitri Shostakovich petrified at the age of thirty and fearing for his
livelihood and even his life. His opera "Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk District" has just been denounced in
Pravda in an article that certainly reflects the opinion of Joseph Stalin himself. Every night he waits on the
landing outside his apartment, expecting NKVD agents to come and whisk him away. Shostakovich reflects
on not only his predicament but also his own personal history, his parents and his various women and wives
and his children, and all who are still alive themselves hang in the balance of his fate.
When the interrogation he fears does eventually arrive, a stroke of luck prevents him from becoming a
casualty of the Great Terror that claims so many of his friends and contemporaries--"chips that had flown
while the wood was being chopped." Still, the spectre of the government hovers over him for several further
decades, forcing him to constantly weigh the merits of appeasing those in power against the integrity of his
music. Barnes elegantly guides us through subsequent stages of Shostakovich's life, from being ground into
the dirt under the thumb of despotism to being made to serve as a figurehead of Soviet values at a cultural
conference in New York, and finally being forced into joining the Party. The trajectory of his career
illuminates the evolution of the Soviet Union, with Nikita Khrushchev assuming its leadership, this
providing no great joy to Shostakovich.
" The Noise of Time" is both a heartbreaking account of a relentlessly fascinating man's experience and a
brilliant meditation on the meaning of art and its place in society."
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From reader reviews:

Robert Burke:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this The Noise of Time (Thorndike Press Large Print Basic Series)
to read.

Victor Smith:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Noise of Time (Thorndike Press Large Print Basic Series) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Mary Summers:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is known as of book The Noise of Time (Thorndike Press Large Print Basic Series). You can
include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one place to other place.

Pam Boyd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The Noise of Time (Thorndike Press
Large Print Basic Series).
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