
Women, Birth, and Death in Jewish Law and
Practice (HBI Series on Jewish Women)

Rochelle L. Millen

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1584653655
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1584653655
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1584653655


Women, Birth, and Death in Jewish Law and Practice (HBI
Series on Jewish Women)

Rochelle L. Millen

Women, Birth, and Death in Jewish Law and Practice (HBI Series on Jewish Women) Rochelle L.
Millen

The past twenty-five years have seen the development of rich literature on Judaism and feminism. Some
studies have examined rituals related to the feminine within a religious context; others have read rabbinic
sources through feminist lenses. Most recently, scholars have had a heightened interest in the life experiences
that help define the identity of a woman as female. These uniquely female aspects of human development
assume special significance when they are put in the context of the Jewish life-cycle and the underlying
issues of feminism that impact upon them.

Rochelle Millen's book, a crucial addition to this literature, explores how Jewish tradition perceives and
treats rituals surrounding birth and death, particularly as they pertain to women's development. Following a
substantial introduction in which she discusses her methodology and lays out key themes, Millen turns in
Part I to birth contraception and birth control, fertility, and celebrating the birth of a daughter (the ritual of
Simhat bat). Part II comprises chapters on the kaddish, or the memorial prayer for the dead, and the funeral.
Each chapter begins with an elegant synthesis of rabbincal views on the role of women in the ritual under
scrutiny. Millen draws on halakhic literature from modern Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Judaism,
with sensitivity to the different guidelines given to diverse communities within distinct historical periods.

Following this overview, she richly contextualizes the legal debates by raising questions about gender and
sexuality and through exploring the public/private nexus and community/autonomy dialectic as understood
by different Jewish denominations. As Millen points out, it is the intersection of these "four polarities"
within religious and halakhic Judaism that poses a profound challenge to women's roles in Judaism and also
to the very vitality of Judaism itself. A brief epilogue illuminates the contemporary challenge for all Jewish
denominations to integrate Jewish women into these primary life-cycle rituals.

Combining personal, legal, philosophical, and feminist critiques, this volume not only analyzes the rites of
birth and death--their components and traditional meanings--but also explores new, halakhically-sanctioned
forms of celebration and commemoration for contemporary Jewish women.
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From reader reviews:

Raul Joyner:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Women, Birth, and
Death in Jewish Law and Practice (HBI Series on Jewish Women). All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Nathan Osborne:

This Women, Birth, and Death in Jewish Law and Practice (HBI Series on Jewish Women) usually are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Women, Birth, and
Death in Jewish Law and Practice (HBI Series on Jewish Women) can be one of many great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Women, Birth, and Death in
Jewish Law and Practice (HBI Series on Jewish Women) giving you an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Rana Jensen:

Typically the book Women, Birth, and Death in Jewish Law and Practice (HBI Series on Jewish Women)
will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Women, Birth, and
Death in Jewish Law and Practice (HBI Series on Jewish Women) is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Denise Adams:

This Women, Birth, and Death in Jewish Law and Practice (HBI Series on Jewish Women) is great
publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange
word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Women, Birth, and Death in Jewish Law and Practice (HBI Series on
Jewish Women) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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