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This concise review of punishment as a major social and cultural institution explores the nature of laws and
the cultural influences that shaped them. Shichor delineates the problematic nature of punishment and the
philosophical and theoretical opinions that for centuries have stirred debates about the right to punish, how to
punish, and how much punishment is just. Shichor probes the recurring dilemmas about justifications, aims,
social functions, and societal reaction to violators. His thoughtful presentation and analysis of this complex
topic leads to critical thinking about societal values concerning justice, human rights, social equality, and
relations between the state and its citizens. The text probes for answers to: 1) What are the justifications and
functions of punishment? 2) Is the promise of punishment sufficient to reduce crime? 3) Does punishment
restore the balance to victims of crime? 4) Is punishment required to satisfy the urge for retribution? At what
cost to society? 5) What should be done to the person who breaks the law? 6) What should be done for the
person deprived of his/her liberty? 7) Are prisons, the dominant form of punishment, adequate in terms of
physical structures, training of staff, state supervision, and healthcare? 8) Does society have a responsibility
to seek remedies other than incarceration? 9) Will conditions such as poverty, unemployment, and lack of
education make reintegration in the community impossible and recidivism inevitable? 10) Can we classify
offenders and select punishment based on predictions of whether an offender is a good risk or a bad one? and
11) Should efficiency guide decisions about penal policy?
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

This The Meaning And Nature of Punishment book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This The Meaning
And Nature of Punishment without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Meaning And Nature of Punishment can bring any time you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
telephone. This The Meaning And Nature of Punishment having great arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Helen Henson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Meaning And
Nature of Punishment is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Brian Pena:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Meaning And Nature of
Punishment that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick
The Meaning And Nature of Punishment become your own starter.

Charles Powers:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find book that need more time to be read. The Meaning And Nature of Punishment can be your answer as it
can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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