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The medieval clergy, aristocracy, and commercial classes tended to regard peasants as objects of contempt
and derision. In religious writings, satires, sermons, chronicles, and artistic representations peasants often
appeared as dirty, foolish, dishonest, even as subhuman or bestial. Their lowliness was commonly regarded
as a natural corollary of the drudgery of their agricultural toil.

Yet, at the same time, the peasantry was not viewed as “other” in the manner of other condemned groups,
such as Jews, lepers, Muslims, or the imagined “monstrous races” of the East. Several crucial characteristics
of the peasantry rendered it less clearly alien from the elite perspective: peasants were not a minority, their
work in the fields nourished all other social orders, and, most important, they were Christians. In other
respects, peasants could be regarded as meritorious by virtue of their simple life, productive work, and unjust
suffering at the hands of their exploitive social superiors. Their unrewarded sacrifice and piety were also
sometimes thought to place them closest to God and more likely to win salvation.

This book examines these conflicting images of peasants from the post-Carolingian period to the German
Peasants’ War. It relates the representation of peasants to debates about how society should be organized
(specifically, to how human equality at Creation led to subordination), how slavery and serfdom could be
assailed or defended, and how peasants themselves structured and justified their demands.

Though it was argued that peasants were legitimately subjugated by reason of nature or some primordial
curse (such as that of Noah against his son Ham), there was also considerable unease about how the
exploitation of those who were not completely alien—who were, after all, Christians—could be explained.
Laments over peasant suffering as expressed in the literature might have a stylized quality, but this book
shows how they were appropriated and shaped by peasants themselves, especially in the large-scale
rebellions that characterized the late Middle Ages.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Smith:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Images of the Medieval Peasant
(Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Renee Chagnon:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Images of the Medieval Peasant (Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get ahead of. The Images of the Medieval Peasant (Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture)
giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your
better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Heather Lanham:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Images of the Medieval Peasant (Figurae:
Reading Medieval Culture) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Images of the Medieval
Peasant (Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content.
This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

John Schreiber:

Beside this kind of Images of the Medieval Peasant (Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) in your phone, it
can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Images of the Medieval Peasant (Figurae: Reading Medieval
Culture) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand.



The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss this? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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