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Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Perigord, for half a century mastermind of the French state, a figure of
infinite fascination, embodied - and to an extraordinary degree directed - the most tumultuous era in French
history. Born into one of France's noblest families, rejected as a cripple by his parents and given willy-nilly
to the Church, he turned his unwanted fate into dazzling personal triumph. The revolution that guillotined his
fellow aristocrats saw him serve as a member of the Committee on the Constitution. He held ministerial
office through the Directory and the Consulate and was instrumental in both Napoleon's rise and fall (he was
prime architect of the Congress of Vienna). After Waterloo he served as president of the provisional
government, then engineered the return of the monarchy and again held high office. His biography is the
biography of his country during his time, and therefore of Europe. And what a biography Jean Orieux has
written! Here is Talleyrand the man of awesome and supple mind. Here is the priest who was notorious as a
womanizer, who amassed a huge personal fortune and a principality; the prince who was a shrewd historian;
the connoisseur and patron of the arts; the premier statesman of France; the puppet master of Europe,
manipulating Metternich and Wellington. Here, finally, is the man supremely in control, who directed his
own deathbed scene as brilliantly as he had organized Napoleon's coronation. Protean man of wit, courage,
passion, sense, he was the ultimate pragmatist, always working for France's advantage and his own, always
unabashedly admitting it. When his barber asked him, "You have had all possible titles: Bishop, Minister,
Prince; what do people call you when they talk about you?" Talleyrand answered: "Nothing good." A verdict
shared by generations of moralistic biographers - and triumphantly reversed in Orieux's massive, elegant,
witty, and marvelously readable volume.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Neidig:

This Talleyrand: The Art of Survival book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Talleyrand: The
Art of Survival without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't become worry Talleyrand: The Art of Survival can bring when you are and not make your tote space
or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Talleyrand:
The Art of Survival having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Theresa Adams:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Talleyrand: The Art of Survival it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high
quality.

Frances Hayes:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Talleyrand: The Art of Survival
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you
may pick Talleyrand: The Art of Survival become your personal starter.

Kim Nielsen:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. So , this Talleyrand: The Art of Survival can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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