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Is our nature—as individuals, as a species—determined by our evolution and encoded in our genes? If we
unravel the protein sequences of our DNA, will we gain the power to cure all of our physiological and
psychological afflictions and even to solve the problems of our society? Today biologists—especially
geneticists—are proposing answers to questions that have long been asked by philosophy or faith or the
social sciences. Their work carries the weight of scientific authority and attracts widespread public attention,
but it is often based on what the renowned evolutionary biologist Richard Lewontin identifies as a highly
reductive misconception: "the pervasive error that confuses the genetic state of an organism with its total
physical and psychic nature as a human being."

In these nine essays covering the history of modern biology from Darwin to Dolly the sheep, all of which
were originally published in The New York Review of Books, Lewontin combines sharp criticisms of
overreaching scientific claims with lucid expositions of the exact state of current scientific knowledge—not
only what we do know, but what we don't and maybe won't anytime soon. Among the subjects he discusses
are heredity and natural selection, evolutionary psychology and altruism, nineteenth-century naturalist
novels, sex surveys, cloning, and the Human Genome Project. In each case he casts an ever-vigilant and
deflationary eye on the temptation to look to biology for explanations of everything we want to know about
our physical, mental, and social lives.

These essays—several of them updated with epilogues that take account of scientific developments since
they were first written—are an indispensable guide to the most controversial issues in the life sciences today.

The second edition of this collection includes new essays on genetically modified food and the completion of
the Human Genome Project. It is an indispensable guide to the most controversial issues in the life sciences
today.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Decker:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of It Ain't Necessarily So: The
Dream of the Human Genome and Other Illusions to read.

Sherrie Smith:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the Human Genome
and Other Illusions it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book features high quality.

Latashia Bartlett:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the Human
Genome and Other Illusions can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have
issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have It Ain't
Necessarily So: The Dream of the Human Genome and Other Illusions.

Sam Nielsen:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the
book It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the Human Genome and Other Illusions we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with



this book It Ain't Necessarily So: The Dream of the Human Genome and Other Illusions. You can more
appealing than now.
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