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Casimere "Casey" Celske" was born on March 4, 1921 in Conrath, Wisconsin. He remembers his Catholic
mother working in a big family garden to keep food on the table for their large family. He was the oldest in
the family of fourteen children and he can’t remember a time when his mother wasn’t pregnant. Casey was
drafted into the Army in December of 1942. After basic training, he was in San Antonio, Texas ready to ship
out. He was given the title of mechanic and was assigned to the infantry. They crossed the Atlantic Ocean by
ship, dodging Nazi submarines before landing in North Africa. “It was a terrible trip because everybody was
heaving,” said 93-year-old Casey. “I got out of the ship’s hold and slept up on the deck.” His unit then
shipped to Naples, Italy where the Americans set up their camp at a horse racetrack. While spending time in
Rome, he walked to the Vatican to see Pope Pius XII as often as he could. The Pope would pray and give a
blessing at his window every morning. He bought rosary beads and felt more at peace and blessed to be at
the center of the Catholic Church during wartime. After a bombing of a monastery, the American forces had
many casualties. They lost 1,330 of the 1,800 men. It was then Casey answered a call for replacement troops
for a specialized unit nicknamed the Black Devils. They were named by the Nazi soldiers because of the
black shoe polish they smeared on their faces during night missions. This was an elite American-Canadian
commando unit who fought in the Aleutian Islands, Italy and southern France before being disbanded in
December of 1944. Casey went from being an auto mechanic to a machine-gunner. His monthly pay went
from $21 to $32 per month. Maj. Gen. Robert T. Frederick was the creator and commander of the 1st Special
Service Force, one of the most feared–and most fearless–fighting units ever assembled. Frederick was called
into General Eisenhower’s office and given this assignment which was originally called “Project Plough.” It
was during an attack at Anzio, Italy that the brigade got their nickname. The diary of a dead Nazi soldier was
found saying “The black devils are all around us every time we come into the line. We never hear them
coming.” Another German prisoner stated “They are treacherous, unmerciful and clever. You cannot afford
to relax.” The Black Devils were immortalized years later in Hollywood in a 1968 movie titled “The Devil’s
Brigade” starring William Holden. The film portrays the first mission of the Italian campaign, the seemingly
impossible task of capturing an impregnable Nazi mountain stronghold called Monte La Difensa. Casey
knew how to handle mules from life on the farm. He volunteered to bring a pack of four with supplies up the
mountain in Italy. The plan was to lead one and have the other three follow. It didn’t work all the time
because mules can be stubborn. It was an extremely cold and tedious journey up the mountain. A great
victory was won when Monte la Difensa was in Allied hands and eventually the Allies took the other
mountain peaks nearby. Casey’s unit was near the Czech border in the spring of 1945 when the news came
that the Allies had won the war in the European theater. Casey came home on a victory ship in October of
1945. It was foggy when he came into the harbor in New York City but he could see the arm of Lady Liberty
as they arrived. Like thousands of American soldiers, he kissed the ground when he stepped foot on
American soil. Casey is a decorated war veteran with a bronze star and two purple hearts. In 2013, the
United States Congress passed a bill to award the First Special Service Force members the highly prestigious
Congressional Gold Medal. Casey hopes to attend the award ceremony in 2015. Casey Celske was proud on
February 3, 2015 when he went to Washington DC to participate in the First Special Service Force (FSSF)
receiving the highest civilian honor: the Congressional Gold Medal.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Crow:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Life of a Black Devil (A BOOK by ME)
had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide Life of a Black Devil (A BOOK by ME) is not only giving you more new
information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Life of a Black Devil (A BOOK by ME).
You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jerry Carley:

The book Life of a Black Devil (A BOOK by ME) will bring someone to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Life of a Black Devil (A BOOK by ME) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Joseph Mattie:

The book untitled Life of a Black Devil (A BOOK by ME) contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice go through.

Lawrence Wilson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Life of a
Black Devil (A BOOK by ME) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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