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This study explores the poetry of Dylan’s songs from his first album, Bob Dylan (1962), through Nashville
Skyline (1969). It covers all the officially released albums of new material from that period. Some attention
is given to almost every original song on those albums, and to some songs--singles, outtakes, demos, and
other stray songs--not included on the albums.

The first chapter treats only a single song, "Like a Rolling Stone," and the second covers Dylan’s first two
albums, both of which are miscellanies. After that, each chapter treats a single album (though the discussion
of Blonde on Blonde takes up two chapters), and in these chapters, some attention is given both to the
individual songs and to their place in the context of the album. Decisions about what to emphasize and what
to gloss over are based partly on Hinchey’s judgments about the relative worth of each song or album and
partly on his instinct for what is interesting or undiscovered about them.

Given Dylan’s history of perpetual self-transformation as an artist, the critical approach is necessarily
flexible, varying from album to album and even song to song. But there is a recurrent theme. The most
distinctive feature of Dylan’s poetry, Hinchey argues, is the way it is implicitly shaped by the changes (as
Dylan imagines them) that are induced in his listener in response to the song as it unfolds. As the lyric
unfolds, "you," the listener, are changed by what "you" hear, and anticipating these changes in the "you" he
is addressing, Dylan’s perception of and attitude toward "you" changes correspondingly. Moreover, these
changes in his perception of "you" provoke in turn adjustments in his perception of and attitude toward
himself. Dylan’s characteristic song is seen as a duet for solo voice.
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From reader reviews:

Cora Spillane:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Like a Complete Unknown: The Poetry of
Bob Dylan's Songs, 1961-1969 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

June Ross:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Like a Complete Unknown: The Poetry of Bob
Dylan's Songs, 1961-1969 as your daily resource information.

Christopher Walker:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them is this Like a Complete Unknown: The Poetry of Bob Dylan's Songs, 1961-1969.

Jeffrey Martinez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Different categories
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Like a Complete Unknown: The
Poetry of Bob Dylan's Songs, 1961-1969.
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