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The careers of two popular second-century rhetorical virtuosos offer Maud Gleason fascinating insights into
the ways ancient Romans constructed masculinity during a time marked by anxiety over manly deportment.
Declamation was an exhilarating art form for the Greeks and bilingual Romans of the Second Sophistic
movement, and its best practitioners would travel the empire performing in front of enraptured audiences.
The mastery of rhetoric marked the transition to manhood for all aristocratic citizens and remained crucial to
a man's social standing. In treating rhetoric as a process of self-presentation in a face-to-face society,
Gleason analyzes the deportment and writings of the two Sophists--Favorinus, a eunuch, and Polemo, a man
who met conventional gender expectations--to suggest the ways character and gender were perceived.

Physiognomical texts of the era show how intently men scrutinized one another for minute signs of gender
deviance in such features as gait, gesture, facial expression, and voice. Rhetoricians trained to develop these
traits in a "masculine" fashion. Examining the successful career of Favorinus, whose high-pitched voice and
florid presentation contrasted sharply with the traditionalist style of Polemo, Gleason shows, however, that
ideal masculine behavior was not a monolithic abstraction. In a highly accessible study treating the semiotics
of deportment and the medical, cultural, and moral issues surrounding rhetorical activity, she explores the
possibilities of self-presentation in the search for recognition as a speaker and a man.
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From reader reviews:

George Bolin:

With other case, little persons like to read book Making Men: Sophists and Self-Presentation in Ancient
Rome. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book Making Men: Sophists and Self-Presentation in Ancient Rome. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's study.

Richard Martinez:

The actual book Making Men: Sophists and Self-Presentation in Ancient Rome has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after reading this book.

John Sledge:

Precisely why? Because this Making Men: Sophists and Self-Presentation in Ancient Rome is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Paul Jackson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Making Men: Sophists and Self-Presentation in Ancient Rome your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Making Men: Sophists and Self-Presentation in
Ancient Rome giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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