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In an online, interconnected world, democracy is increasingly made up of wikis and blogs, pokes and tweets.
Citizens have become accidental journalists thanks to their handheld devices, politicians are increasingly
working online, and the traditional sites of democracy - assemblies, public galleries, and plazas - are
becoming less and less relevant with every new technology. And yet, this book argues, such views are
leading us to confuse the medium with the message, focusing on electronic transmission when often what
cyber citizens transmit is pictures and narratives of real democratic action in physical space. Democratic
citizens are embodied, take up space, battle over access to physical resources, and perform democracy on
physical stages at least as much as they engage with ideas in virtual space. Combining conceptual analysis
with interviews and observation in capital cities on every continent, John Parkinson argues that democracy
requires physical public space; that some kinds of space are better for performing some democratic roles than
others; and that some of the most valuable kinds of space are under attack in developed democracies. He
argues that accidental publics like shoppers and lunchtime crowds are increasingly valued over purposive,
active publics, over citizens with a point to make or an argument to listen to. This can be seen not just in the
way that traditional protest is regulated, but in the ways that ordinary city streets and parks are managed,
even in the design of such quintessentially democratic spaces as legislative assemblies. The book offers an
alternative vision for democratic public space, and evaluates 11 cities - from London to Tokyo - against that
ideal.
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Graybill:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a reserve. The book Democracy and Public Space: The Physical Sites of Democratic
Performance it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book provides high quality.

Scott Fisher:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Democracy and Public Space: The Physical Sites of
Democratic Performance was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Democracy and Public Space: The Physical Sites of Democratic Performance has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Lillian Vaughn:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Democracy and Public Space: The Physical Sites of Democratic Performance. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other
place.

Anthony Balentine:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that can you
choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Democracy and Public Space: The Physical Sites of
Democratic Performance.
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