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With intimidating tales of bellowing drill instructors and their seemingly incongruous tasks, Reluctant
Lieutenant captures the essence of what it meant to survive the training regimen of the Old Army.

Author Jerry Morton is a gifted storyteller equally at home describing blind navigation through the woods on
a dark night as recounting the perils of smuggling a skin flick into his barracks at OCS. In this engaging
memoir, Morton reconstructs his reluctant journey through basic training, advanced infantry training, and
infantry Officer Candidate School during the Vietnam era. His is a unique record of what it was like to be a
conscript in the U.S. Army in the late 1960s.

Morton’s accounts also provide a roadmap to the sociology and culture of the military, especially the class
system that divided college graduates from those with less education or economic stature yet sustained a
solidarity that overrode class differences in the field. He describes his disappointment and discomfort at
being “killed” during training ambushes. But he also shows how someone with a master’s degree in
psychology could adapt to an environment in which the army did the thinking and the soldier the doing.
However unintentional, by the end of his journey Morton is no longer a civilian but an officer, adept at army
gamesmanship and ready for command.

This book offers an entertaining and informative foray into the training system used by the army during the
Vietnam era and valuable insight into military culture. Veterans of the Old Army will find their memories
kindled by this vivid account of one man’s experience.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Sandoval:

The book Reluctant Lieutenant: From Basic to OCS in the Sixties (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University
Military History Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Reluctant Lieutenant: From Basic to OCS in the
Sixties (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series)? Some of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Reluctant Lieutenant: From Basic to OCS in the Sixties
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Jessica Jones:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Reluctant
Lieutenant: From Basic to OCS in the Sixties (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History
Series), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a reserve.

Michael Anderson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Reluctant Lieutenant: From Basic to OCS in the Sixties (Williams-
Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) why because the great cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

William Henderson:

Beside this kind of Reluctant Lieutenant: From Basic to OCS in the Sixties (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if



you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Reluctant Lieutenant: From
Basic to OCS in the Sixties (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book
and also read it from currently!
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