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Thomas Jefferson had a radical dream for higher education. Designed to become the first modern public
university, the University of Virginia was envisioned as a liberal campus with no religious affiliation, with
elective courses and student self-government. Nearly two centuries after the university’s creation, its success
now seems preordained?its founder, after all, was a great American genius. Yet what many don’t know is
that Jefferson’s university almost failed.

In Rot, Riot, and Rebellion, award-winning journalists Rex Bowman and Carlos Santos offer a dramatic re-
creation of the university’s early struggles. Political enemies, powerful religious leaders, and fundamentalist
Christians fought Jefferson and worked to thwart his dream. Rich students, many from southern plantations,
held a sense of honor and entitlement that compelled them to resist even minor rules and regulations. They
fought professors, townsfolk, and each other with guns, knives, and fists. In response, professors armed
themselves?often with good reason: one was horsewhipped, others were attacked in their classrooms, and
one was twice the target of a bomb. The university was often broke, and Jefferson’s enemies, crouched and
ready to pounce, looked constantly for reasons to close its doors.

Yet from its tumultuous, early days, Jefferson’s university?a cauldron of unrest and educational
daring?blossomed into the first real American university. Here, Bowman and Santos bring us into the life of
the University of Virginia at its founding to reveal how this once shaky institution grew into a novel,
American-style university on which myriad other U.S. universities were modeled.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Burnett:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Rot, Riot, and Rebellion: Mr.
Jefferson's Struggle to Save the University That Changed America is kind of book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Neil Myers:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Rot, Riot, and Rebellion: Mr. Jefferson's Struggle to Save the University That Changed America.

Sheila Seim:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Rot, Riot, and Rebellion: Mr. Jefferson's Struggle to
Save the University That Changed America it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Ruth Vazquez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount



types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Rot, Riot, and Rebellion: Mr.
Jefferson's Struggle to Save the University That Changed America.
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