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Speaking about the kind of filmmaking now known as Classic Hollywood, the most popular and influential
cinema ever invented, Vincente Minnelli once gave away its secret: "I feel that a picture that stays with you
is made up of a hundred or more hidden things. They're things that the audience is not conscious of, but that
accumulate."

What are those hidden things? Can we invent a method that will enable us to discover them?

Robert Ray attempts to answer those questions by looking closely at four movies from the 1930-1945 period
when the American studio system reached the peak of its economic and cultural power: Grand Hotel, The
Philadelphia Story, The Maltese Falcon, and Meet Me in St. Louis. To avoid the predictable generalizations
that have plagued film studies, Ray works with the movies' details-Grand Hotel's room assignments or Meet
Me in St. Louis's ketchup-which are treated as mysterious but promising clues. By producing at least one
entry for every letter of the alphabet, Ray demonstrates that a movie's details have much to tell us. The ABCs
of Classic Hollywood is a movie primer, a deceptively simple book that spells out a fascinating account of
the most powerful storytelling system ever designed.
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From reader reviews:

Kayla Merritt:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The ABCs of Classic Hollywood will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may
be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Kelsey Palermo:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book The ABCs of Classic
Hollywood. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Wanda Sousa:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that The ABCs of Classic Hollywood book
as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As
we know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. With the book The ABCs of Classic Hollywood we can acquire more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The ABCs of
Classic Hollywood. You can more desirable than now.
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