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A new pragmatic approach, based on the latest developments in argumentation theory, analyzing appeal to
expert opinion as a form of argument.

Reliance on authority has always been a common recourse in argumentation, perhaps never more so than
today in our highly technological society when knowledge has become so specialized—as manifested, for
instance, in the frequent appearance of "expert witnesses" in courtrooms. When is an appeal to the opinion of
an expert a reasonable type of argument to make, and when does it become a fallacy? This book provides a
method for the evaluation of these appeals in everyday argumentation.

Specialized domains of knowledge such as science, medicine, law, and government policy have gradually
taken over as the basis on which many of our rational decisions are made daily. Consequently, appeal to
expert opinion in these areas has become a powerful type of argument. Challenging an argument based on
expert scientific opinion, for example, has become as difficult as it once was to question religious authority.

Walton stresses that even in cases where expert opinion is divided, the effect of it can still be so powerful
that it overwhelms an individual's ability to make a decision based on personal deliberation of what is right
or wrong in a given situation. The book identifies the requirements that make an appeal to expert opinion a
reasonable or unreasonable argument. Walton's new pragmatic approach analyzes that appeal as a distinctive
form of argument, with an accompanying set of appropriate critical questions matching the form. Throughout
the book, a historical survey of the key developments in the evolution of the argument from authority, dating
from the time of the ancients, is given, and new light is shed on current problems of "junk science" and
battles between experts in legal argumentation.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Reese:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Appeal to Expert Opinion: Arguments from Authority
will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Charles Shin:

The actual book Appeal to Expert Opinion: Arguments from Authority will bring you to the new experience
of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you
just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Appeal to Expert Opinion: Arguments from Authority is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker
to read the book.

Francis Gibbs:

This Appeal to Expert Opinion: Arguments from Authority is great book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Appeal to Expert Opinion: Arguments from Authority in your hand like having the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that?

Susan Garrard:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top listing in your
reading list is usually Appeal to Expert Opinion: Arguments from Authority. This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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