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The debate over clerical celibacy and marriage had its origins in the early Christian centuries, and is still very
much alive in the modern church. The content and form of controversy have remained remarkably consistent,
but each era has selected and shaped the sources that underpin its narrative, and imbued an ancient issue with
an immediacy and relevance. The basic question of whether, and why, continence should be demanded of
those who serve at the altar has never gone away, but the implications of that question, and of the answers
given, have changed with each generation. In this reassessment of the history of sacerdotal celibacy, Helen
Parish examines the emergence and evolution of the celibate priesthood in the Latin church, and the
challenges posed to this model of the ministry in the era of the Protestant Reformation. Celibacy was, and is,
intensely personal, but also polemical, institutional, and historical. Clerical celibacy acquired theological,
moral, and confessional meanings in the writings of its critics and defenders, and its place in the life of the
church continues to be defined in relation to broader debates over Scripture, apostolic tradition, ecclesiastical
history, and papal authority. Highlighting continuity and change in attitudes to priestly celibacy, Helen
Parish reveals that the implications of celibacy and marriage for the priesthood reach deep into the history,
traditions, and understanding of the church.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Lippert:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Clerical Celibacy in the
West: c.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700). All type of book are you able to see on many
options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Alison McGowan:

Precisely why? Because this Clerical Celibacy in the West: c.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700)
is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Leslie Bennett:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be go through. Clerical Celibacy in the West: c.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-
1700) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Linda McGrane:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list will be Clerical Celibacy in the West: c.1100-1700
(Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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