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Energy shortages, climate change, and the debate over national security have thrust oil policy to the forefront
of American politics. How did Americans grow so dependent on petroleum, and what can we learn from our
history that will help us craft successful policies for the future? In this timely and absorbing book, Paul Sabin
challenges us to see politics and law as crucial forces behind the dramatic growth of the U.S. oil market
during the twentieth century. Using pre–World War II California as a case study of oil production and
consumption, Sabin demonstrates how struggles in the legislature and courts over property rights, regulatory
law, and public investment determined the shape of the state's petroleum landscape.

Sabin provides a powerful corrective to the enduring myth of "free markets" by demonstrating how political
decisions affected the institutions that underlie California's oil economy and how the oil market and price
structure depend significantly on the ways in which policy questions were answered before World War II.
His concise and probing analysis casts fresh light on the historical relationship between business and
government and on the origins of contemporary problems such as climate change and urban sprawl. Incisive,
engaging, and meticulously researched, Crude Politics illuminates an important chapter in U.S.
environmental, legal, business, and political history and the history of the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Luisa Johnson:

Here thing why that Crude Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940 are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Crude Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940 giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Crude
Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Crude Politics: The California Oil Market,
1900-1940 in e-book can be your alternate.

Nancy Farley:

The particular book Crude Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940 will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Crude Politics: The California Oil Market,
1900-1940 is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Reva Morison:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Crude Politics: The California
Oil Market, 1900-1940 can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Ronnie Johnson:

You will get this Crude Politics: The California Oil Market, 1900-1940 by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways
for you.
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