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Guns had an enormous impact on the social, economic, cultural, and political lives of civilian men, women
and children of all social strata in early modern England. In this study, Lois Schwoerer identifies and
analyzes England’s domestic gun culture from 1500 to 1740, uncovering how guns became available, what
effects they had on society, and how different sectors of the population contributed to gun culture.

The rise of guns made for recreational use followed the development of a robust gun industry intended by
King Henry VIII to produce artillery and military handguns for war. Located first in London, the gun
industry brought the city new sounds, smells, street names, shops, sights, and communities of gun workers,
many of whom were immigrants. Elite men used guns for hunting, target shooting, and protection. They
collected beautifully decorated guns, gave them as gifts, and included them in portraits and coats-of-arms,
regarding firearms as a mark of status, power, and sophistication. With statutes and proclamations, the
government legally denied firearms to subjects with an annual income under £100?about 98 percent of the
population?whose reactions ranged from grudging acceptance to willful disobedience.

Schwoerer shows how this domestic gun culture influenced England’s Bill of Rights in 1689, a document
often cited to support the claim that the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution conveys the
right to have arms as an Anglo-American legacy. Schwoerer shows that the Bill of Rights did not grant a
universal right to have arms, but rather a right restricted by religion, law, and economic standing, terms that
reflected the nation's gun culture. Examining everything from gunmakers’ records to wills, and from period
portraits to toy guns, Gun Culture in Early Modern England offers new data and fresh insights on the place
of the gun in English society.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Gun Culture in Early Modern England will make you to
become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Lynnette Cash:

The particular book Gun Culture in Early Modern England has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this
book.

Robert Wallace:

The book untitled Gun Culture in Early Modern England contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Mildred Lyons:

Beside this Gun Culture in Early Modern England in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through
the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Gun Culture in Early Modern England because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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