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"Epic of John Adams is a symposium adaptation of the life and times of our nation’s second president, and
especially his political efforts in the Quasi-War between the United States and the French Republic from
1798 to 1800. The Kingdom of France had been a crucial ally of the United States in the American
Revolutionary War from the spring of 1776, and had signed in 1778 a Treaty of Alliance with the United
States of America. But in 1794 after the French Revolution toppled that country´s monarchy, the American
government came to an agreement with the Kingdom of Great Britain, the Jay Treaty, which resolved several
points of contention between the United States and Great Britain.
The U.S. refusal to continue repaying its debt to France on the grounds that the debt had been owed to the
French Crown, and not to the Republican France led the French to an outrage against the United States.
French privateers began seizing American ships trading with Britain, and refused to receive the new United
States minister Charles Cotesworth Pinckney when he arrived in Paris in December 1796. In his annual
message to the Congress at the close of 1797, President John Adams reported on France’s refusal to
negotiate and spoke of the need ""to place our country in a suitable posture of defense."" In April 1798,
President Adams informed Congress of the ""XYZ Affair"" in which French agents had demanded a large
bribe (#250,000) for the restoration of diplomatic relations with the United States.
Increased depredations by privateers from Revolutionary France required the rebirth of the United States
Navy to protect the expanding American merchant shipping. Congress authorized the president to acquire,
arm, and man not more than 12 vessels, of up to 22 guns each. Several vessels were immediately purchased
from Great Britain, and converted into ships of war. Captain Thomas Truxtun’s insistence on the highest
standards of crew training paid dividends as the frigate USS Constellation captured the French’s
L´Insurgente and severely damaged their La Vengeance. French privateers usually resisted, as did upon USS
La Croyable, which was captured on July 7, 1798. La Croyable departed Norfolk on October 28, 1798 with
USS Montezuma and USS Norfolk, and cruised the West Indies protecting American commerce. On
November 20, 1798, the French frigates L’Insurgente and L’Volontaire overtook La Croyable while her
consorts were away, and forced commanding officer Lieutenant William Bainbridge to surrender the out-
gunned schooner. Montezuma and Norfolk escaped after Bainbridge convinced the senior French
commander that those American warships were too powerful for his frigates and persuaded him to abandon
the chase.
By the autumn of 1800, the United States Navy, and the Royal Navy combined with a more conciliatory
diplomatic stance by the government of First Consul Napoleon Bonaparte, had reduced the activity of the
French privateers and warships. The Convention of 1800, signed on September 30, ended the Franco-
American War. Unfortunately for President Adams, the news did not arrive in time to help him secure a
second term in the 1800 presidential election.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Rowe:

This book untitled Symposium on Epic of John Adams and The French-American Quasi War to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your
list.

Sharon Grace:

The book Symposium on Epic of John Adams and The French-American Quasi War will bring someone to
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Symposium on Epic of John Adams
and The French-American Quasi War is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ollie Nadeau:

Exactly why? Because this Symposium on Epic of John Adams and The French-American Quasi War is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Manuel Porter:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the Symposium on Epic of John Adams and The French-American Quasi War
when you needed it?
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