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John Hollander, poet and scholar, was a master whose work joined luminous learning and imaginative risk.
This book, based on the unpublished Clark Lectures Hollander delivered in 1999 at Cambridge University,
witnesses his power to shift the horizons of our thinking, as he traces the history of shadow in British and
American poetry from the Renaissance to the end of the twentieth century.

Shadow shows itself here in myriad literary identities, revealing its force as a way of seeing and a form of
knowing, as material for fable and parable. Taking up a vast range of texts—from the Bible, Dante,
Shakespeare, and Milton to Poe, Dickinson, Eliot, and Stevens—Hollander describes how metaphors of
shadow influence our ideas of dreaming, desire, doubt, and death. These shadows of poetry and prose fiction
point to unknown, often fearful domains of human experience, showing us concealed shapes of truth and
possibility. Crucially, Hollander explores how shadows in poetic history become things with a strange
substance and life of their own: they acquire the power to console, haunt, stalk, wander, threaten, command,
and destroy. Shadow speaks, even sings, revealing to us the lost as much as the hidden self.

An extraordinary blend of literary analysis and speculative thought, Hollander’s account of the substance of
shadow lays bare the substance of poetry itself.   
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Baker:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book The Substance of Shadow: A Darkening Trope in
Poetic History had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book The Substance of Shadow: A Darkening Trope
in Poetic History is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book The
Substance of Shadow: A Darkening Trope in Poetic History. You never feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Fernando Minaya:

The e-book with title The Substance of Shadow: A Darkening Trope in Poetic History includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Joan Morris:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer might be The Substance of Shadow: A Darkening Trope in Poetic History why because
the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Kyle Reese:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Substance of Shadow: A Darkening Trope in Poetic History offer you a new experience in looking at a
book.
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