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In Painting as Medicine in Early Modern Rome, Frances Gage undertakes an in-depth study of the writings
of the physician and art critic Giulio Mancini. Using Mancini’s unpublished treatises as well as
contemporary documents, Gage demonstrates that in the early modern world, belief in the transformational
power of images was not limited to cult images, as has often been assumed, but applied to secular ones as
well.

This important new interpretation of the value of images and the motivations underlying the rise of private
art collections in the early modern period challenges purely economic or status-based explanations. Gage
demonstrates that paintings were understood to have profound effects on the minds, imaginations, and bodies
of viewers. Indeed, paintings were believed to affect the health and emotional balance of
beholders—extending even to the look and disposition of their offspring—and to compel them to behave
according to civic and moral values.

In using medical discourse as an analytical tool to help elucidate the meaning that collectors and viewers
attributed to specific genres of painting, Gage shows that images truly informed actions, shaping everyday
rituals from reproductive practices to exercise. In doing so, she concludes that sharp distinctions between an
artwork’s aesthetic value and its utility did not apply in the early modern period.
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From reader reviews:

Tommie Payton:

The actual book Painting as Medicine in Early Modern Rome: Giulio Mancini and the Efficacy of Art will
bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Painting as Medicine
in Early Modern Rome: Giulio Mancini and the Efficacy of Art is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Teresa Spillman:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Painting as Medicine in Early Modern Rome: Giulio Mancini and the Efficacy of Art will give you new
experience in reading a book.

Adam Cuyler:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Painting as Medicine in Early Modern Rome: Giulio Mancini and the
Efficacy of Art this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why
this book appropriate all of you.

Eunice Holt:

You will get this Painting as Medicine in Early Modern Rome: Giulio Mancini and the Efficacy of Art by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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