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Despite South Africa's successful transition to democracy and lauded constitution, political freedom for the
majority of South Africans remains elusive. The poor and unemployed majority are poorly represented and
lack power and thus freedom. Under these conditions, the freedom of the privileged minority is also
seriously impaired due to the costs of maintaining their relative security and well-being. Lawrence Hamilton
is an internationally-known political theorist, who has spent ten years teaching in South African universities.
In this unique book he brings ideas - political and philosophical - to the fore to understand a contemporary
political conundrum. He outlines the persistent, unresolved problems characterizing contemporary South
Africa: poverty and quality of life statistics that are appalling for a middle-income country, levels of
inequality that make South Africa one of the most unequal places in the world, skewed economic and
political representation that reproduces elites rather than generating opportunities for all and an electoral
system that implements the idea of proportional representation so literally that it undermines meaningful
representation. Are South Africans Free? aims not only to explain the current state of South Africa but to
provide positive new directions and suggestions for institutional change. Hamilton argues that freedom as
power in South Africa does not depend on good will, charity or duty, and it goes beyond the complete
realization of the political and civil liberties currently safeguarded in its constitution. Such change will
depend on courageous leadership, active citizenship, new forms of representation and a macroeconomic
policy that offers radical redistribution of actual and potential wealth.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Boyd:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Are South Africans Free? as the daily resource
information.

Lydia Rogers:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled Are South Africans Free? can be very good book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Domingo Adams:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Are South Africans Free?, it is possible
to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Amy Joshi:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Are South Africans Free?.
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