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Olivier Roy argues that the unintended and unforeseen consequences of the "war on terror" have artificially
conflated conflicts in the Middle East such that they appear to be the expression of a widespread "Muslim
anger" against the West. In this new book he seeks to restore the individual logic and dynamics of each of
these conflicts, the better to understand the widespread political discontent that sustains them. Instead of two
opposed sides, an "us" and a "them," he warns that the West faces an array of "reverse alliances": in Pakistan
the West backs General Musharraf, whose military intelligence services support the Taliban; in Iraq the
United States shores up a government that has close links to its arch-enemy, Iran; the Iraqi Kurds, allies of
the Americans, give sanctuary to an adversary (the PKK) of a fellow NATO member, Turkey; while the
Saudis support the Iraqi Sunnis who are fighting Coalition forces. If these issues were not enough to contend
with, the Shia-Sunni divide has emerged as one of the leading strategic factors in the Middle East. But the
"war on terror" is not merely the geopolitical blunder of a lunatic neo-conservative fringe in Washington; it
is also deeply rooted in Western perceptions of the Middle East. Chief among these is the belief that Islam,
rather than politics, is the overarching factor in all such conflicts, which in turn explains the West's support
for either would be secular democrats or more or less benign dictators. Roy concludes by arguing that the
West has no alternative but to engage in a dialogue with the political forces that count, namely the Islamo-
nationalists of Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Cyr:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Politics of Chaos in the Middle East (Ceri Series in Comparative
Politics). Try to the actual book Politics of Chaos in the Middle East (Ceri Series in Comparative Politics) as
your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Thomas Hodge:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Politics of Chaos in the Middle East (Ceri Series in Comparative Politics) as
the daily resource information.

Lois Hutter:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Politics of Chaos in the Middle East (Ceri Series in
Comparative Politics) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ella Carlson:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Politics of Chaos in the
Middle East (Ceri Series in Comparative Politics) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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