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Since Robert Hughes' The Fatal Shore, the fate of British convicts has burned brightly in the popular
imagination. Incredibly, their larger story is even more dramatic--the saga of forgotten men and women
scattered to the farthest corners of the British empire, driven by the winds of the American Revolution and
the currents of the African slave trade. In A Merciless Place, Emma Christopher brilliantly captures this
previously unknown story of poverty, punishment, and transportation.
The story begins with the American War of Independence, until which many British convicts were shipped
across the Atlantic. The Revolution interrupted this flow and inspired two entrepreneurs to organize the
criminals into military units to fight for the crown. The felon soldiers went to West Africa's slave-trading
posts just as the war ended; these forts became the new destination for England's rapidly multiplying
convicts. The move was a disaster. Christopher writes that "before the scheme was abandoned, it would have
run the gamut of piracy, treachery, mutiny, starvation, poisonings, allegations of white women forced to
prostitute themselves to African men, and not least several cases of murder." To end the scandal, the British
government chose a new destination, as far away as possible: Australia.
Christopher here captures the gritty lives of Britain's convicts: victims of London's underworld, rife with
brutal crime and sometimes even more brutal punishments. Equally fascinating are the portraits of Fante
people of West Africa, forced to undergo dramatic changes in their role as intermediaries with Europeans in
the slave trade. Here, too, are the aboriginal Australians, coping with the transformation of their native land.
They all inhabit A Merciless Place: a tour de force and historical narrative at its finest.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Beaudoin:

The ability that you get from A Merciless Place: The Fate of Britain's Convicts after the American
Revolution may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but A Merciless Place: The Fate
of Britain's Convicts after the American Revolution giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this A Merciless Place: The Fate of Britain's Convicts after the American Revolution instantly.

Trevor Wright:

This A Merciless Place: The Fate of Britain's Convicts after the American Revolution usually are reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this A Merciless Place: The Fate
of Britain's Convicts after the American Revolution can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Merciless Place: The Fate of Britain's
Convicts after the American Revolution giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Frances Hayes:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this A Merciless Place: The
Fate of Britain's Convicts after the American Revolution, you may tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Terry Buehler:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Merciless Place: The Fate of Britain's
Convicts after the American Revolution can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one
book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific



book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate?
Let's have A Merciless Place: The Fate of Britain's Convicts after the American Revolution.
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