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Cathedral of the Black Madonna: The Druids and the Mysteries of Chartres Jean Markale
Explores the connection between ancient druidic worship of a virgin at Chartres and the veneration of the
Black Madonna

• Examines the Virgin Mary’s origins in the pagan worship of the Mother Goddess

• Identifies Mary with the dominant solar goddess of matriarchal societies

The great cathedral of Chartres is renowned the world over as a masterpiece of High Gothic architecture and
for its remarkable stained glass, considered alchemical glass, and its mystical labyrinth. But the sacred
foundations of this sanctuary go back to a time long before Christianity when this site was a clearing where
druids worshiped a Virgo Paritura: a virgin about to give birth. This ancient meeting place, where all the
druids in Gaul gathered once a year, now houses the magnificent Chartres cathedral dedicated both to the
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, and to one of the most venerated Black Madonnas in Europe: Our Lady of the
Pillar. Coincidence? Hardly, says Jean Markale, whose exhaustive examination of the site traces Chartres’
roots back to prehistoric times and the appeal of the Black Madonna back to the ancient widespread worship
of Mother Goddesses such as Cybele and Isis.

Markale contends that the mother and child depicted by the Black Madonna are descended from the image
worshipped by the druids of the Virgin forever giving birth. This image is not merely a representation of
maternal love--albeit of a spiritual nature. It is a theological notion of great refinement: the Virgin gives birth
ceaselessly to a world, a God, and a humanity in perpetual becoming.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Cathedral of the Black Madonna: The Druids and the Mysteries of
Chartres.

James Furlow:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a book. The book Cathedral of the Black Madonna: The Druids and the Mysteries of Chartres
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book features high quality.

Jennifer Joseph:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Cathedral of the Black
Madonna: The Druids and the Mysteries of Chartres which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.

Ryan Maggard:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Cathedral of the Black Madonna:
The Druids and the Mysteries of Chartres or others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Cathedral of the Black Madonna: The Druids



and the Mysteries of Chartres to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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