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Even one hundred and fifty years later, we are haunted by the Civil War—by its division, its bloodshed, and
perhaps, above all, by its origins. Today, many believe that the war was fought over slavery. This answer
satisfies our contemporary sense of justice, but as Gary Gallagher shows in this brilliant revisionist history, it
is an anachronistic judgment.

In a searing analysis of the Civil War North as revealed in contemporary letters, diaries, and documents,
Gallagher demonstrates that what motivated the North to go to war and persist in an increasingly bloody
effort was primarily preservation of the Union. Devotion to the Union bonded nineteenth-century Americans
in the North and West against a slaveholding aristocracy in the South and a Europe that seemed destined for
oligarchy. Northerners believed they were fighting to save the republic, and with it the world’s best hope for
democracy.

Once we understand the centrality of union, we can in turn appreciate the force that made northern victory
possible: the citizen-soldier. Gallagher reveals how the massive volunteer army of the North fought to
confirm American exceptionalism by salvaging the Union. Contemporary concerns have distorted the reality
of nineteenth-century Americans, who embraced emancipation primarily to punish secessionists and remove
slavery as a future threat to union—goals that emerged in the process of war. As Gallagher recovers why and
how the Civil War was fought, we gain a more honest understanding of why and how it was won.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

The book The Union War can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Union War? Several of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Union War has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Leo Rizer:

Here thing why that The Union War are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
The Union War giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no reserve that similar with The Union War. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Union War in e-book can be your
choice.

Alysa Appel:

The book untitled The Union War is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of
the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get
the e-book of The Union War from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Henrietta Roderick:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Union War that give your fun
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The
Union War become your current starter.
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