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Why do people want what they want? Why does one person see the world as a place to control, while another
feels controlled by the world? A useful theory of culture, the authors contend, should start with these
questions, and the answers, given different historical conditions, should apply equally well to people of all
times, places, and walks of life.Taking their cue from the pioneering work of anthropologist Mary Douglas,
the authors of Cultural Theory have created a typology of five ways of life—egalitarianism, fatalism,
individualism, hierarchy, and autonomy—to serve as an analytic tool in examining people, culture, and
politics. They then show how cultural theorists can develop large numbers of falsifiable
propositions.Drawing on parables, poetry, case studies, fiction, and the Great Books, the authors illustrate
how cultural biases and social relationships interact in particular ways to yield life patterns that are viable,
sustainable, and ultimately, changeable under certain conditions. Figures throughout the book show the
dynamic quality of these ways of life and specifically illustrate the role of surprise in effecting small- and
large-scale change.The authors compare Cultural Theory with the thought of master social theorists from
Montesquieu to Stinchcombe and then reanalyze the classic works in the political culture tradition from
Almond and Verba to Pye. Demonstrating that there is more to social life than hierarchy and individualism,
the authors offer evidence from earlier studies showing that the addition of egalitarianism and fatalism
facilitates cross-national comparisons.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Cultural Theory (Political Cultures Series).

Nancy Sena:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Cultural Theory (Political Cultures
Series) to read.

Kevin Hamby:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Cultural Theory (Political Cultures Series) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just
before. The Cultural Theory (Political Cultures Series) giving you a different experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lewis Wade:

You can get this Cultural Theory (Political Cultures Series) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds
of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for
you.
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