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These poems are plain-spoken, sure, straight forward, but they are also loaded: like a gun is loaded, loaded
like Keats recommending that poets “load every rift with ore,” like the cannon that’s loaded with a human
cannonball! A splendid collection.
—Thomas Lux, author of Child Made of Sand: Poems, God Particles, and The Cradle Place
The people in John Hazard’s Naming a Stranger are blown away by the wind; they work in diners and post
offices; they stack boxes that tilt and fall. The speaker of these poems knows that “one can’t stay in a field
forever,” that when he contemplates a woman at a class reunion, he “wouldn’t be the reporter she would
choose.” He is a summer witness to his “wife’s new hair, short, downy, a baby’s hair, no wig, no scarf in the
tilt of this day.” In this beautiful debut collection Hazard offers a world in which both the familiar and the
unknown are delicately examined and named.
—Faith Shearin, author of Moving the Piano and Telling the Bees
Like James Wright and Theodore Roethke before him, John Hazard understands the Ohio River Valley and
the Midwest. His collection of poems, Naming a Stranger, invites us beyond the region and into the lives of
those who call it home. Hazard takes the task of appellation seriously, intuiting our quirks, particularly those
that we’re reluctant to share: “stuck in our own dark psyches,” potential “soul-mates in our silences.”
By dignifying the stranger, he chips away at our estrangement. We no longer need resort to Hey Kid,
Sweetheart and What’s-his-name. With Hazard’s fine poems, we are no longer alone.
—Glen Armstrong, author of Set List, editor of Cruel Garters
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Roybal:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Naming A Stranger,
you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a book.

Emilie Lechner:

Naming A Stranger can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Naming A Stranger however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Lorretta Cox:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Naming A Stranger which is finding the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Dana Martin:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Naming A Stranger was colorful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Naming A Stranger has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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