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How old is prejudice against black people? Were the racist attitudes that fueled the Atlantic slave trade
firmly in place 700 years before the European discovery of sub-Saharan Africa? In this groundbreaking
book, David Goldenberg seeks to discover how dark-skinned peoples, especially black Africans, were
portrayed in the Bible and by those who interpreted the Bible--Jews, Christians, and Muslims.
Unprecedented in rigor and breadth, his investigation covers a 1,500-year period, from ancient Israel (around
800 B.C.E.) to the eighth century C.E., after the birth of Islam. By tracing the development of anti-Black
sentiment during this time, Goldenberg uncovers views about race, color, and slavery that took shape over
the centuries--most centrally, the belief that the biblical Ham and his descendants, the black Africans, had
been cursed by God with eternal slavery.

Goldenberg begins by examining a host of references to black Africans in biblical and postbiblical Jewish
literature. From there he moves the inquiry from Black as an ethnic group to black as color, and early Jewish
attitudes toward dark skin color. He goes on to ask when the black African first became identified as slave in
the Near East, and, in a powerful culmination, discusses the resounding influence of this identification on
Jewish, Christian, and Islamic thinking, noting each tradition's exegetical treatment of pertinent biblical
passages.

Authoritative, fluidly written, and situated at a richly illuminating nexus of images, attitudes, and history,
The Curse of Ham is sure to have a profound and lasting impact on the perennial debate over the roots of
racism and slavery, and on the study of early Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn White:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Curse of Ham: Race and Slavery in Early Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World). You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book
The Curse of Ham: Race and Slavery in Early Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (Jews, Christians, and
Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Julia Flowers:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Curse of Ham: Race and
Slavery in Early Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the
Modern World) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Rocio Linville:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Curse of Ham: Race and Slavery in
Early Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern
World) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Alice Hille:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is called of book The Curse of Ham: Race and Slavery in Early Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World). You can add your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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