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Gladstone's ideas are far more accessible for analysis now that, following the publication of his diaries, a
record of his reading is available. This book traces the evolution of what the diaries reveal as the statesman's
central intellectual preoccupations, theology and classical scholarship, as well as the groundwork of his early
Conservatism and his mature Liberalism. In particular it examines the ideological sources of Gladstone's
youthful opposition to reform
before scrutinizing his convictions in theology. These are shown to have passed through more stages than has
previously been supposed: he moved from Evangelicalism to Orthodox High Churchmanship, on to
Tractarianism and then further to a broader stance that eventually crystallized as a liberal
Catholicism. His classical studies, focused primarily on Homer, also changed over time, from a version that
was designed to defend a traditional worldview to an approach that exalted the depiction of human
endeavour in the ancient Greek poet. An enduring principle of his thought about religion and antiquity was
the importance of community, but a fresh axiom that arose from the modifications of his views was the
centrality of all that was human. The twin values of community and humanity are
shown to have conditioned Gladstone's rhetoric as Liberal leader, so making him, in terms of recent political
thought, a communitarian rather than a liberal, but one with a distinctive humanitarian message. As a result
of a thorough scrutiny of Gladstone's private papers, the Victorian statesman is shown
to have derived a distinctive standpoint from the Christian and classical sources of his thinking and so to
have left an enduring intellectual legacy. It becomes apparent that his religion, Homeric studies and political
thought were interwoven in unexpected ways.

The evolution of Gladstone's central intellectual preoccupations, with religion and Homer, is the theme of
this book. It shows how the statesman developed from Evangelism to Orthodox High Churchmanship, on to
Tractarianism and then further to a broader stance that eventually crystallized as a liberal Catholicism. It
demonstrates also that his Homeric studies developed over time. Neither aspect of his thinking was kept
apart from his politics. Gladstone's early conservatism emerged from a blend
of classical and Christian themes focusing on the idea of community. While that motif persisted in his
speeches as Liberal leader, the category of the human emerged from his religious and Homeric ideas to
condition the presentation of his Liberalism. In Gladstone's mind there was an intertwining of
theology, Homeric studies and political thought.
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Saldana:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Mind of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and
Politics ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Mind of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and Politics
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book The
Mind of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and Politics. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Kyle Gill:

This The Mind of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and Politics book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This particular The Mind of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and Politics without we understand
teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Mind
of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and Politics can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Mind of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and Politics having great arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Emma Anderson:

The particular book The Mind of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and Politics has a lot associated with on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Donald Fujita:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Mind of Gladstone: Religion,
Homer, and Politics is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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