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Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave explores the diverse strategies employed by Southern slaveholders to
keep their slaves under control—from threats of sale, shackles, screw box, or treadmill, to a peck of corn a
week, a dram of whiskey, a pound of tobacco, the bribe of freedom, and the promise of heaven. It explores
also the counterdefensive strategies employed by the slaves to resist control—among them, arson, theft,
poison, subterfuge, murder, escape, and rebellion.

Norrece Jones, himself a descendent of South Carolina slaves, has written a powerful book based on
intensive research in the archives of antebellum South Carolina. He has studied slave testimony, legal
records, folklore, spirituals, autobiographies of whites and blacks, newspaper accounts, church records, and
many other sources. He challenges views of slavery as an interdependent paternalistic system; he sees it
instead as a harsh and unceasing conflict, with most slaves refusing to accept their masters’ dictates and most
slave owners struggling to keep slaves servile and devoted.

Means of control were both subtle and brutal. For example, there were festive holidays and gifts of liquor but
also sadistic punishment: recalcitrant slaves—men and women alike— were staked to the ground or trussed
from rafters with “nigger cord” to be whipped; some were branded; others were hanged or torched. Many of
the same masters who provided a sick room for slaves also maintained a private jail.

But of all the means of control, the most sinister and the most effective was the threat of sale and separation
from family. Troublemakers were routinely sold. The weak, the sick, the malingering, the disobedient, the
impudent, the “incorrigible” were disposed of on the block. Slaves often aided and abetted runaways,
although some, in hope of favor, were informants—every antebellum conspiracy in South Carolina was
betrayed. Yet self-respect and pride survived nonetheless. “You no holy,” slaves told one mistress, “We
holy.”
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Dildy:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave:
Mechanisms of Control and Strategies of Resistance in Antebellum South Carolina as the daily resource
information.

Katherine Herron:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave:
Mechanisms of Control and Strategies of Resistance in Antebellum South Carolina, you could enjoy both. It
is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Randall Rearick:

The book untitled Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave: Mechanisms of Control and Strategies of
Resistance in Antebellum South Carolina contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the
new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Irma Tijerina:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a
Slave: Mechanisms of Control and Strategies of Resistance in Antebellum South Carolina is simple to create
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often
the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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