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Master Sun's The Art of War is by no means the only ancient Chinese treatise on military affairs. One chapter
in the Huainanzi, an important compendium of philosophy and political theory written in the second century
BCE, synthesizes the entire corpus of military literature inherited from the Chinese classical era. Drawing on
all major, existing military writings, as well as other lost sources, it assesses tactics and strategy, logistics,
organization, and political economy, as well as cosmology and the fundamental morality of warfare.

This powerful work set out to become the last word on military matters, subsuming and replacing all
preceding literature. Written under the sponsorship of Liu An, king of Huainan, the Huainanzi's "military
methods" emphasize the preservation of peace as the ultimate value to be served by the military, insisting
that the army can be effectively and rightly used only when defending the sacred hereditary position of the
emperor and his vassals. This position stands in stark contrast to that of The Art of War, which prioritizes the
enrichment and empowerment of the state. Liu An's philosophy also argues that military success depends on
the personal cultivation of the commander and that deception is not enough to secure victory. Only a
commander with the exceptional qualities of insight and cognition, developed through a program of
meditative practice and yogic refinement, can effectively control and interpret the strategic situation. Andrew
Seth Meyer offers both a full translation of this text and an extensive analysis of its historical context. His
thorough treatment relates Liu An's teachings to issues in Chinese philosophy, culture, religion, and history,
helping to interpret their uncommon message.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Wilson:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Dao of the Military: Liu An's Art of War
(Translations from the Asian Classics). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important the book The Dao of the Military: Liu An's Art of War (Translations
from the Asian Classics). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Michael Berry:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Dao of the Military: Liu An's Art of War (Translations from the Asian Classics), you could tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.

Dennis Gaines:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the book untitled The Dao of the Military: Liu An's Art of War (Translations from the
Asian Classics) can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Kimberly Plummer:

The Dao of the Military: Liu An's Art of War (Translations from the Asian Classics) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Dao of the Military: Liu An's Art of War (Translations from the Asian Classics)



nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial contemplating.
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