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After overthrowing the Mongol Yuan dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang, the founder of the Ming dynasty (1368-
1644), proclaimed that he had obtained the Mandate of Heaven (Tianming), enabling establishment of a
spiritual orientation and social agenda for China. Zhu, emperor during the Ming's Hongwu reign period,
launched a series of social programs to rebuild the empire and define Chinese cultural identity. To promote
its reform programs, the Ming imperial court issued a series of legal documents, culminating in The Great
Ming Code (Da Ming lü), which supported China's legal system until the Ming was overthrown and also
served as the basis of the legal code of the following dynasty, the Qing (1644-1911).

This companion volume to Jiang Yonglin's translation of The Great Ming Code (2005) analyzes the thought
underlying the imperial legal code. Was the concept of the Mandate of Heaven merely a tool manipulated by
the ruling elite to justify state power, or was it essential to their belief system and to the intellectual
foundation of legal culture? What role did law play in the imperial effort to carry out the social reform
programs?

Jiang addresses these questions by examining the transformative role of the Code in educating the people
about the Mandate of Heaven. The Code served as a cosmic instrument and moral textbook to ensure "all
under Heaven" were aligned with the cosmic order. By promoting, regulating, and prohibiting categories of
ritual behavior, the intent of the Code was to provide spiritual guidance to Chinese subjects, as well as to
acquire political legitimacy. The Code also obligated officials to obey the supreme authority of the emperor,
to observe filial behavior toward parents, to care for the welfare of the masses, and to maintain harmonious
relationships with deities. This set of regulations made officials the representatives of the Son of Heaven in
mediating between the spiritual and mundane worlds and in governing the human realm.

This study challenges the conventional assumption that law in premodern China was used merely as an arm
of the state to maintain social control and as a secular tool to exercise naked power. Based on a holistic
approach, Jiang argues that the Ming ruling elite envisioned the cosmos as an integrated unit; they saw law,
religion, and political power as intertwined, remarkably different from the "modern" compartmentalized
worldview. In serving as a cosmic instrument to manifest the Mandate of Heaven, The Great Ming Code
represented a powerful religious effort to educate the masses and transform society.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Mandate of Heaven and The Great Ming Code (Asian Law Series)
book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer involving The Mandate of Heaven and The Great Ming Code (Asian Law Series) content conveys the
idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but
it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The Mandate of Heaven and The Great Ming
Code (Asian Law Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Kristy Abrahams:

The Mandate of Heaven and The Great Ming Code (Asian Law Series) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Mandate of Heaven and The Great Ming Code (Asian Law Series) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Bill Dildy:

You will get this The Mandate of Heaven and The Great Ming Code (Asian Law Series) by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.

Christine Brooks:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the The Mandate of Heaven and The Great Ming Code (Asian Law Series) when
you essential it?
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