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Today complex numbers have such widespread practical use--from electrical engineering to aeronautics--that
few people would expect the story behind their derivation to be filled with adventure and enigma. In An
Imaginary Tale, Paul Nahin tells the 2000-year-old history of one of mathematics' most elusive numbers, the
square root of minus one, also known as i. He recreates the baffling mathematical problems that conjured it
up, and the colorful characters who tried to solve them.

In 1878, when two brothers stole a mathematical papyrus from the ancient Egyptian burial site in the Valley
of Kings, they led scholars to the earliest known occurrence of the square root of a negative number. The
papyrus offered a specific numerical example of how to calculate the volume of a truncated square pyramid,
which implied the need for i. In the first century, the mathematician-engineer Heron of Alexandria
encountered I in a separate project, but fudged the arithmetic; medieval mathematicians stumbled upon the
concept while grappling with the meaning of negative numbers, but dismissed their square roots as nonsense.
By the time of Descartes, a theoretical use for these elusive square roots--now called "imaginary numbers"--
was suspected, but efforts to solve them led to intense, bitter debates. The notorious i finally won acceptance
and was put to use in complex analysis and theoretical physics in Napoleonic times.

Addressing readers with both a general and scholarly interest in mathematics, Nahin weaves into this
narrative entertaining historical facts and mathematical discussions, including the application of complex
numbers and functions to important problems, such as Kepler's laws of planetary motion and ac electrical
circuits. This book can be read as an engaging history, almost a biography, of one of the most evasive and
pervasive "numbers" in all of mathematics.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Gomez:

This book untitled An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Pedro Turk:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the
square root of minus one] book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation An Imaginary Tale: The
Story of [the square root of minus one] as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This
is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Kimberly Spradlin:

This An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] is great publication for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] in your hand
like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you
world in ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Bruce Smith:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] can make you



experience more interested to read.

Download and Read Online An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the
square root of minus one] Paul J. Nahin #HC0O2KVY1D5



Read An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus
one] by Paul J. Nahin for online ebook

An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] by Paul J. Nahin Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] by Paul J. Nahin
books to read online.

Online An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] by Paul J.
Nahin ebook PDF download

An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] by Paul J. Nahin Doc

An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] by Paul J. Nahin Mobipocket

An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] by Paul J. Nahin EPub

An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] by Paul J. Nahin Ebook online

An Imaginary Tale: The Story of [the square root of minus one] by Paul J. Nahin Ebook PDF


