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Merging psychoanalytic and queer theory perspectives, The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud, and
the Politics of Gender reframes Nathaniel Hawthorne’s work as a critique of the normative construction of
American male identity. Revising Freudian and Lacanian literary theory and establishing the concepts of
narcissism and the gaze as central, David Greven argues that Hawthorne represents normative masculinity as
fundamentally dependent on the image. In ways that provocatively intersect with psychoanalytic theory,
Hawthorne depicts subjectivity as identification with an illusory and deceptive image of wholeness and
unity. As Hawthorne limns it, male narcissism both defines and decenters male heterosexual authority.
Moreover, in Greven’s view, Hawthorne critiques hegemonic manhood’s recourse to domination as a
symptom of the traumatic instabilities at the core of traditional models of male identity. Hawthorne’s
representation of masculinity as psychically fragile has powerful implications for his depictions of female
and queer subjectivity in works such as the tales “Rappaccini’s Daughter” and “The Gentle Boy,” the novel
The Blithedale Romance, and Hawthorne’s critically neglected late, unfinished writings, such as Septimius
Felton. Rereading Freud from a queer theory perspective, Greven reframes Freudian theory as a radical
critique of traditional models of gender subjectivity that has fascinating overlaps with Hawthorne’s work. In
the chapter “Visual Identity,” Greven also discusses the agonistic relationship between Hawthorne and
Herman Melville and the intersection of queer themes, Hellenism, and classical art in their travel writings,
The Marble Faun, and Billy Budd.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Bates:

The book The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud, and the Politics of Gender can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing
like a book The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud, and the Politics of Gender? Some of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud, and the Politics
of Gender has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Holly Hughes:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Fragility of
Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud, and the Politics of Gender is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kevin Vickers:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud, and the Politics
of Gender why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Mary Varnum:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud,
and the Politics of Gender to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud, and the
Politics of Gender can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of this time.
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