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Life with Birds uncovers the fascinating story of our interdependence with birds. The author weaves an
amazing web of inter-relationships, from the Parsi funeral in Mumbai where birds of prey eat the dead to
collecting eider down from nests in Iceland and standing on the once body-strewn battlefield of Agincourt,
where birds won the day for the English army. From the earliest days of human existence we have exploited
birds; for food, for their feathers, to satisfy our blood lust, to entertain us with their beauty, to inspire our art,
our advertising, classical music, popular songs and much more. Cage birds are kept for their beauty and
song, but this book also investigates the repugnant illegal rare bird trade, and the organised crime it has
spawned involving around 1.5 million birds a year. Criminals will go to unbelievable lengths when
smuggling rare birds for sale and the 1.5m birds in this annual trade threaten the survival of several exotic
species. Since time immemorial birds have exploited us too. Birds can use our homes to make theirs and can
ruin farmers’ crops in minutes. Some of the most impressive birds have set up home on high-rise buildings,
exploiting the city slicker pigeons that live off discarded fast food and much else. Life with Birds contains
intriguing examples of the huge range of interactions between birds and people. How undercover law
enforcement in the US is tackling a cruel and bloodthirsty ‘sport’; how birds are being used to smuggle drugs
into a prison and across borders; controversial practices such as bird sacrifice in religious ceremonies; and
how some Kenyan tribesmen are guided by a bird to find a food they both value. Many myths, magic and
religious practices involving birds are exposed such as whether they can predict deadly mining disasters;
whether they have killed anyone; and whether the eerie night-time calls in the precipitous mountains of
Madeira are the souls of shepherds who have fallen to their deaths. If you have ever wondered what a nest
made solely of bird saliva, considered a delicacy in some countries, tastes like, or whether you knew
Chairman Mao’s ‘kill a sparrow’ campaign in the 1950s resulted in many millions of Chinese dying of
starvation, Life with Birds will provide enlightenment as well as a hugely enjoyable read.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

The book Life with Birds: A Story of Mutual Exploitation make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Life with Birds: A Story of Mutual
Exploitation being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide
Life with Birds: A Story of Mutual Exploitation. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Shawn Hunter:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Life with Birds: A Story of Mutual Exploitation had
been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication Life with Birds: A Story of Mutual Exploitation is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Life with Birds: A
Story of Mutual Exploitation. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Deborah Brantley:

This book untitled Life with Birds: A Story of Mutual Exploitation to be one of several books this best seller
in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Terri Root:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Life with Birds: A Story of Mutual Exploitation can be
excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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